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The Structural Characteristics of the Family in
Southern Jordan — Field Study, Aiy District

SALIM AHMED ALQAISI and AHMED FALEH AL-OMOSH

Assistant Professor Associate Professor
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ABSTRACT. The purpose of this research if to analyze the social
characteristics of the family in Southern Jordan. Also, it aims to show
the pattern of the family, polygamy, age marriage, tertility, authority,
and family dispute.

The sample of this study included (250) families (including 1907
individuals), and they were selected randomly. The unit of the study
was the household.

The findings of this study indicated that the great majority of the
household heads were males, high rates of illiteracy among them, the
family size was large, and the predominant of the endogamous mar-
riage.

The study showed that the changes in the family structure were the
following: the nuclear tamily was the predominant, new attitudes
were emerged preferring exogamy marriage, and the traditional au-
thority of the father decreased.

The study ends with a discussion of the social problem facing the
family in Southern Jordan, e.g., polygamy, divorce, and the high rates
of'illiteracy among the heads ot the household.
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