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ABSTRACT

Structural Characteristics of The Family in Zarka City:
An Empirical Study

Prepared By : Imad A. H. Muhamed
Supervised By  : Prof. Majdeddin Khairi

This study aims at exploring the structural characteristics of families in
Zarqa City.

Additionally, the study examines the effects of some socio-economic
variables (husband's and wife's education, husband's and wife's occupation,
and family income) on the social structure of the family (famuly type, size,
interfamilial relations, and the family relations with relatives).

The study uses an area sample that enabled the researcher to draw a
stratified random sample of 420 families representing (0.7%) of the total
families that reside in Zarqa City. Special questioner was designed
pretested, and then used to collect data from respondents, who were all
heads of households. AGEAR

The questioner was composed of five sections each of which measures
one aspect of the study. The first section contained questions about age of
the head of the household, husband and wife's educational level, the
occupation of the head of the household and the occupation wife. The
second part asked questions about family type, i.e, extended, nuclear etc. .
The third part had questions to measure family size. The fourth part
contained questions that measure interafamily relations. The fifth part had
questions that measure the relations between the family and kin members.

Using analysis of variance statistical technique, the results can be
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summarized as follows:

1-

The majority of families in the study (70.6%) were of the nuclear type.
The rest of the families were either extended (13.3%) and semi-
extended (16.1%).

The average family size in the sample was (7.7). However, the families
that had more than (9) members were (45.2%) indicating high

percentage of large families in the city.

The following variables had a statistically significant effect (a > 0.05)
on family size: husband's and wife's educational level and the wife's
occupational status. The head of the household eccupation and family
income were found not to be statistically significant.

It was found that all the soci-economic variables were statistically
significant in relation to inter-family relationships.

Although, the study reveals that the relations between the families and
the extended families and their relatives (measured by the frequency of
visits, exchange of gifts and financial support) were still strong, none of
the socio-economic variables were statistically significant at (o 2 0.03),
which indicated that these relations were not effected by the vanation

on these back ground variables.
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